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LV TRODUCTION. 


This little work is undertaken and will be con- 
ducted by a few persons, who will declare, if 
they be asked what character they profess, that 
the y seriously and honestly profess to be the 
servants of God and the friends of man.— 
Though they are not ignorant of their imper- 
fections both natural and moral, yet they hope, 
through the divine favor, they shall, in this 
work, afford evidence, that they are influenced 
by an holy fear of their C reator anda true re- 
gard to their fellowcreatures. They are sensi- 
ble, that a multitude of periodical public ations 
on religious subjects solicit the attention and pat- 
ronage of the community. Yet they believe, 
that such families and individuals, as shall give 
a cordial welcome to the Christian Visitor. will 
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not have any reason to regret the attention they 
may give it; nor the countenance and encour- 
arement they m y atiord its conductors. It is 
tiie desire and the purpose of its conductors to 
exhibit, m respect to the subjects, the spirit, the 
sentiments, the manner and the objects, that 

hall appear in this work, a constant, candid and 
praye ha il reference to the weighty and ailecting 
declaration of the wise Preacher in Israel at the 
Cou em of his instructions. May we then, 
be pe rmitted, on our first introduction to our 
readers in the character of the Christian bisi- 
tor, to address to every person, who may re- 
celve our commiurtucations, the importa sentl 
nents, to which we have referred in the prece d- 
ing sentence 2. “© Let us hear the conclusion of 
the whole matter: Fear God and keep his 
commandments ; for this is the whole duty of 
man. For God will bring every werk into judg- 
mucnt with every secret thing, Whether it be good; 
er whethcrit be evil’ That the principle s and 
motives. which are placed before us nn tits pas- 
sage of divine truth, may govern the spirit and 
conduct of the write rsand readers of our propos- 
ed publication, is our sincere desire and prayer 
to God. Commending ourseives and our readers, 
at the commencement of our at ‘quaintance, to 
the instruction, guidance and comfort of the Ho- 
ly Spirtt, we request the attention, candor and 
kindness of ¢ very person, who may be saluted 
[dy the Cristian I 4 esilor. 
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The Life of Jesus Christ. 


It was the professed design of the four evan- 
gelists to write the life of Christ and record the 
most remarkable and useful things, which he 
said and did in public and private. They and 
the other inspired writers of the new testa- 
ment will guide us safely in delineating the life 
of Christ. Under the guidance of their nstruc- 
tions it may be observed, 

In the first place, that Christ lived a life of 
true devotion. He maintained a peculiar inter- 
course and communion with God. He frequent- 
ly said, that he and his Father were one, not on- 
ly in nature, but in affection and design. He 
often mentioned his Father’s authority for what 
he said and dx, as though there were a constant 
and perfect intercourse betweeen him and his 
Father. Before he entered upon his public 
ministry, he fasted forty davs, which he un- 
doubted! y spent in prayer and praise. ‘The 
night before he chose the twelve apostles he de- 
voted wholly to prayer. And the vight before 
he suffered on the cress, tie spent in celebrating 
the passover, instituting the memortals of his 
death and ia praying with his disciples and alone. 
He prayed at the grave of Lazarus ; and it is 
probable from that instance and what he said 
upon it, that he prayed to the Father, wheney- 
er he wrought a miracle. It is written—* And 
Jesus lifted up his eyesand said, Father, I thank 
thee, that thou hast heard me. And 1 knew 
thou hearest me always.” Christ gave himseif 
to all the dutics of devotion and made a constant 
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practice of reading, meditation and prayer. He 
loved to be alone “and would suffer no co mpany, 
nor business to prevent or even interrupt his in- 
tercourse and communion with God, in which he 
placed his supreme delight. 

In the next place, He lived an obedient as 
well as a devout life. Being made under the 
law, he felt the weight and ‘oblig: ation of e very 
injunction, which the Father laid upon him.— 
Fle had all the duties of a man. besides the du- 
ties of a mediator to perform, And he declare! 
his determmation to perform them. When 
John would have excused himself from baptizing 
him, he said, * Suffer it to be so now ; for thus it 
it becometh us to fulfil all attoemmenn* He 
told the people in his sermon on the mount, 

“ Think not that I come to destroy the law, or 
the prophets I came not to destroy, but to ful- 
fil.” And he delighted to obey his Father's 
commands. He said, * I came down from heay- 
en, not to do mine own will, but the will of lum, 
that sent me.” And again he said, * My seat is 
to do the will of him, ehat sent me and to finish 
his work.” This he performed with great ac- 
tivity and diligence, from the beginning to the 
end of his life, in perfect obedience to the diy ine 
will, He obeyed his parents, submitted to 
magistrates, observed the sabbath, attended the 

yassover, wrought miracles, pre vached the gos- 
pel and fulfilled every tittle of the moral and 
ceremomal law. He went about his Father's 
wil as early as possible and perse »vered in obed- 
jence to theend of his life. It is written, “ These 
words spake Jesus and lifted up his eyes to 
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He | heaven and said, Father, the hour is come, glo- 
iy, rify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee. 
In- I have glorified thee on earth ; I have finished 
he the work, which thou gavest me to do.” He 
never disobeyed Ged ina single instance, but 
as lived a life of cheerful, perfect and universal 
the obedience. 
ery Again, Christ lived a life of prudence. Pru- 
“a { dence consists in foreseeing and guarding against 
du- every kind of danger. Hence Solomon says, 
rec “A prudent man looketh well to his going.”— 
hen And again, “ A prudent man foreseeth the evil 
Ng and hideth himself.” It was foretold of Christ, 
is it that he should “ deal prudently.” This pve- 
He diction he amply fuliitled. He was a remarka- 
int, bly reserved man in his mtercourse with the 
or world, where he knew he was exposed to dan- 
ful- ger; and extremely cautieus of those, who were 
er’s his professed friends, but secret enemies, It is 
av- written—* Now when he was at Jerusalem at 
Im, the passover on the feast-day, many believed in 
itis his name, when they saw the miracles, which 
ish he did. But Jesus did not commit himself unto 
ac- them, because he knew all men and needed not 
the that any should testify of man; for he knew 
Inc " what wasin man.” When they proposed to 
to make him king, he perceived their purpose and 
the withdrew hynself. When they once and again 
;OS- attempted to destroy his life, his prudence sav- 
and ed hun. In his preaching and conversation, he 
ar’s always waseaal himself with so much pru- 
ed- deuce, that they could never, without misrepre- 
ese sentation, fasten a contradiction or falsehood 
to upon him. He practised his own precept—* be 
“| wise as a serpent and harmless as a dove.” 
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Again, Christ lived a meek and lowly life.— 
The prop! et Isaiah predicte 1d, that the Messiah 
should display a meek, quiet, pacific spirit, un- 
der all the evils he sould be called to suffer.— 
By him God said, * Behold, my servant, whom I 
have chosen; my beloved, in ‘whom my soul is 
vell pleased : [ will put my spirit upon him and 
ie shall shew judgment unto the Gentiles. He 
shall net strive nor cry; neither shall any man 
hear his voice in the streets. A bruised reed 
shall he not break and smoaking flax shall he 
not quench, till he send forth judgment unto vic- 
tory.” Such a meck spirit C hrist t possessed and 
propos d for an example to his followers. He 
said, * Take ny yoke upen you and learn of 
me, for Lam meck and lowly in heart.’ Though 

Moses was the meckest man on the face of the 
earth, yet Christ was far more meek k under far 
greater reproac hes, mjuries and provocations,— 
Though they called him an impost tor, an enemy 
io Cesar, a wine-biber and a friend to publicans 
and sinners ; though they said he was mad arid 
- and thouch they finally laid violent 


J 
1 
I 


had a devil ; ' 
hands ee him, spit mn his face, struck him 
with the palms of their hands and nailed him 
to the cross : yet * he was led as a sheep to the 
slanghter and like a lamb dumb before lis shear- 
er, so he opened not his mouth.” « When he 
was reviled: he reviled not again; when he 
sullered, he arora te not; but committed 
himself to him, that judgeth righteou ly.” This 
istonishing meekness ime manifested from the 
heghiniie to the end of his life. 
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Again—Christ lived above the world, while 
he lived init. His heart was never attached to 
the world nor the things of the world, but plac- 
ed supremely and habitually upon heavenly and 
divine objects. He did, strictly speaking, live 
and act as a pilgrim and stranger on earth. He 
sought nothing but what was necessary to sup- 
port and carry him through hfe. When satan 
tempted hin with the offer of the whole world, 
it made no impression upon his heart. When 
he knew they would have made him king and 
eiven him the throne of his father David, he 
resisted and avoided the proposal. He chose 
to be totally unembarrassed with the cares and 
ecncerns of the world. He considered and 
treated this world only as a theatre upon. which 
to act the part assigned him; whieh was view- 
ing and treating it ma true light and according 
to the design for which it was the habitation of 
mer. He used the world as not abusing it and 
had his conversation in heaven, while he was de- 
mg his work on earth. And as he detached 
himself from the things of the world, so he a- 
yoided the men ef the world, whether rich 
or poor, hig or 'ow. He went where ard 
only where his duty called him. And though 
ke conversed freely with those around him; yet 
he conversed with them merely for their mstruc- 
tiun and benefit; that is, to seek and save those, 
that were lost. He was holy, harmless ai 
seperate from sinners and never approved, but 
always condemned their worldly spirit. You re- 
member his parable of Dives aud Lazarus anc 
of the man who laid up goods fer many years. 
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You remember what he said to the rich young 
man and to all concerning laymg up treasures on 
earth. His whole life and conversation showed, 
that he meant to live above the world. Again— 
Christ lived alive of selfdenial. Whatever 
he did or suffered, he did and sutlered for the 
good of others and not for himself; s0 that his 
coming into the world, living in the world, and 
enduring poverty, pain and des ath, were all acts 
of pure selfde nial. No other person in the uni- 
verse ever displayed so muc h selfdenial, as he, 
who condescended to be born and live and die 
for sinners. This trait in his life shines with 
peculiar lustre and is exhibited for the imitation 
and admiration of the whole world. ‘To the 
Corinthians the apostle says, “ Ye know the 
grace of our Lord Jesus C hrist, that though he 
was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, 
that ye throu ch his poverty might be rich.”— 
And to the hilippr ins he says, * Let this mind 
be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus; who, 
bem inthe form of God, thought it not robbe- 
; be eq ial with God, but made himself of 
ho reputation and took upon him the form of a 
servant and was made im the likeness of men: 
And being f are in fashion asa man, he hum- 
') if d lait nis¢ lf < 2nd ecaine obedient unto death. 
even the death - the cross... "This was carry- 
iia selfdental to the highest degree of perfec- 
tion. His life was ene continual and increasing 
act of selfdenial. 
Agsin—Christ lived alife of friendship. He 
called and treated all his true followers as friends 


whom he loved and valued more than any nat- 
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ural relations. This he declared, when his moth- 
er and brethren desired to speak with him.— 
He said, “ Whosoever shall do the will of my 
Father, who is in heaven, the same is my broth- 
er and sister and mother.” He told his disci- 
sles, he would not call them servants, but friends. 
Vith these he maintained a most intimate and 
sincere friendship. With them he lived and 
conversed amd explained his parables and doc- 
trines withthe utmost freedom. He pitied and 
reproved Peter. He y 4 Pee with Mary 


_and Martha and raised his friena and their bro- 


ther from the grave. He pitied and comforted 
all his disciples before his death. And “ hay- 
ing loved hus own, who were in the world, he 
loved them to the end.” His friendship was 
always sincere and lasting. [t may be added— 
Christ lived a life of umversal benevolence.— 
He loved God supremely and sought the wter- 
ests of his universal kingdom. He was full of 
tenderness and compassion to all indistress. He 
went about doing good, mstructing the ignorant, 
curing the sick, the deaf, the blind and the 
maimed and raising the dead. But these acts 
of benevolence to particular persons were noth- 
ing in comparison of his astonishing benevolence 
to all mankind in suffering and dying on the cross, 
to save them from everlasting destruction. It 
is written—* Greater love hath no man than 
this, that a man lay down his life for his friends ; 
but while we were yet enemies Chirist died for 
us.” Whocan comprehend the height and length 
and breadth and depth of his love ? It passes all 
understanding. Such was the life Christ lived 
while he was on earth. 7 
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On Reading. 


It is probab le, that many persons never con. 
sider nor inquire, whether “thev might by read. 
ing accumplish or obtain any iinportant objects 
Nor do they bestow upon reading any portior 
of their time, or any degree of their attention. 
Other persons, who have a habit of reading 
appear to read without consideration or reflee- 
tion and do not seem te propose to themselves 
in their reading any important or definite object. 
It may then he useful to consider, in view of the 
multitude of books and ef readers, that exist at 
the present day, whether there be any import- 
ant purposes, for which persons should employ 
themselves inreading. On this subject it may 
be —. 

That persons ought to read for the proper 
tines of their minds. The human mind 
must in some way have constant employ ment. 
It cannot be perfectly vacant and idle. Some 
objects constantly employ the thoughts of every 

erson. But there are many persons, who must 
i sensibe, if they would attend to their own 
minds, that they are gre atly, if not wholly em- 
ployed 1 in a way, that 1s very useless, if not per- 
nicious. To the proper employ ment of the 
mind it is necesar ys that a person should be fur- 
nished with such ideas, as are worthy of remem.- 
brance and consideration. But such ideas can- 
not commonly be furnished to any desirable ex- 
tent by the observation and experience of a 
sing'e person. Almost every person will be 
sensible, on a little reflection, that his mind 1s 
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often filled and employed by the ideas he has 
received from other persons in conversation.—— 


r con- But the common conversation of most persons | 
‘ read- is confined to present and transient objects and 
bjects. concerns. Observation, experience and conver- 
or tion satien will not usually afford sufticient employ- 
ention. ment for the mind ; nor will they often employ 
vading, the mind upon subjects or objects of the great 
retlee- est importance and utility. The common cone 
selves versation of many pe rsons is too idle, foolish and 
»bject. sinful to afford any rational interest and employ- 
of the ment to the mind. But a proper attention to 
xist at the reading of proper books will afford the mind 
nport- the most suitable emp.oyment. Books afford 
mploy the greatest variety of subjects, that are suita- | 
t may ble for attention and consideration. All per- 
{ sons, then, who would avoid mental stupidity | 
roper | and idleness and furnish pr oper employment for 
) mind their minds, may obtain these important objects 
‘ment. by a proper attention to reading. 
Some 2. Pers ws should employ themeclvcs In read- 
every ing for the improvement of their minds in use- 
» must ful knowle -dge. Books contain the richest trea- 
r own sures of knowledge on every important subject. 
jy em- ‘They furnish the result of the observation and 
t per- experience, the inquiries and experiments, the 
f the studies and labors of all past ages. A large 
e fur- portion of books are designed and suited to af- 
mein ford instruction to the human mind. And they 
s can- aliord instruction, which can be obtamed by no 
le ex- other means. It is only by books that persons 
of a can become acquainted to any great extent with 
ill be the history of the human family and the events 
ind 1s of divine proy idence in past ages. Without 
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reading no persons can ever attain any creat de- 
: ° : . - . a 1 . 
gree Of knowledge on any important supject.— 
rt 1 1 ‘ : ! : } 
but by reading they may make the knowledge 


aad Ww 


siom of former and later periods sub- 
servrient to their own mental improvement.— 


r 


fhe human mind is capable of such progress 


in knowledge, as admits of nolimits. And there 
is no other means, that is better suited to pro- 
mote this progress than the reading of proper 
books. 

3. Persons should attend to reading in order 
to promote their improvement in virtue. ‘True 
viriue is moral geodness. And it includes, in its 
Various branches, all the duties, which a pe rson 
owes to his Creator, his fellowcreatures end him- 
self. Every person is bound by obligations, 
which can never be dissolved, to be truly and 
perfectly virtuous. But virtue can never exist 
without knowledge and the proper exercise 
and « mployment of the rational faculties. The 
practice of reading proper books 1s a great 
means of moral improvement and affords pow- 
e:ful motives to every virtuous attainment.— 
Such a practice is initself a security against many 
moral evils. And the reading of such books, 
as always ought to be recomme! ce d, will clear- 
ly exhibit the excellence of virtuous conduct 
and the meanness and mischief of vice. Such 
persons, as have been emiune ntly virtuous, have 
es eemedc wood books thei choicest companions. 
By means of such books, they have become in- 
timately acquainted with the sentiments, the 
atiecticns and actions « { ihe wise and OC a. \ ho 


Oo 
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have bees the higlit of the world aud the salt of 
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the earth. Such persons as are 1 any degree 


virtuous and as desire to advance i virtuous at- 


tamments, will derive great assistance and Lene- 


fit from reading such books, as are designed to 
favor the object of their desires. 

4. The promotion of their usefulness is anoth- 
er object, which should induce persons to em 
ploy themselyes in reading. ‘The intluence and 
conduct of eve ry person must be either useful or 
hurtful. Bat every person 1s bound to be use- 
ful tothe extent of his abilities and am 


ties. And al! persons ought to do whatever is 
necessary to promote and 1 we rease their use ful. 
ness. But without the advantages, which are 


obtained from reading canbene books, few per- 
sons can acquire that degree of information, 
which is necessary to uniform and extensive use- 
fulness. Nor will they understand and realise 
the motives and encouragements, which are 
suited to excite and mamtain useful designs and 
exertions. But by reading they may become 
yor pe d with the charac ‘ter and conduct of 

ich persons, as have been most highly distin- 
guished for their usefulness inevery age of the 
world. By proper reading persons may obtain, 
in a number of important respects, such advan- 
tages, as are necessary to their highest useful- 
ness. A regardto their own usefulness affords 
important reasons to induce and engage all per- 
sons to employ themselves in reading. 

5. Persons should employ theims sivas i in read- 
ing fromaregard to their own happiness. ‘The 
reading of proper books in a proper manner af- 
fords an high degree of entertainment ard sat- 
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isfaction. Itis suited to remove, prevent and 
relieve a multitude of imaginary evils and pro- 
duce many rational ; nd pe rim un nt Chjoy mcnts. 
e he » happine ss, Which arises from reading val- 

table bo oks, is im all respects superk r to the 
ee foolish and sinful pleasures, that are the 
attendants and consequences of idleness and ig- 
norance. ‘They, who read for proper purposes 
and ma proper manner, pursue a course, that 


issuited to promote and secure their most im- 

ortant interests. Such persons are making a 

| pp™ icss, Hot mere- 

ay im the present life, but in their future and 
eternal existence 9 


| 
| reparath 8 for thie ir ownll ha 


Vhe constant love of God the duty of 
LC ristians. 


és Pee oes eee ee ee Bp i 
keep yourseives in the love of Cod. 


This M june a cannot mean, that christians 
should al ways cee os their mi: a fixed upon God. 
It is unpossible for creatures, whose theughts 
Yun in succession, to ke ec p the ih always upe lh OMe 
and the same ebject. And were it possible, 1 
would not be their duty. "Though there are 
certain times and seasons, in which ehristian: 
should fix their minds wholly upon God, ye 
there are other " seasons, in which they ought ti 
attend to ether objects. They have many du 
ties to pe srform, which require a very deep an 
steady attention ; and which must, in a meas 
ure. exclude the thoughts of God. Nor doe 
keeping themselves in the love of God mear 
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merely that they should maintain a habit or dis- 
position to love God, as some suppose. But 
the keeping of themselves in the love of God 
means the actual and constant exercise of be- 
nevolence, which is the sum of true holiness.— 
Pure, disinterested benevolence is the root, 
from which all holy exercises procec d. Itisthe 
bond of perfec tness and contains all those aflec- 
tions of the heart, which constitute moral per- 
fection. So long as christians continue to exer- 
cise true benevolence towards all the proper ob- 
jects of it, they keep themselves in the aah of 
God. That it is the irduty to keep themselves 
constantly 1 in the exercise of this pure and holy 
love may appear from the fallowing considera- 
tions. 

They are capable of keeping themselves in 
the constant exercise of holy allections. ‘They 
are just as capable of exe rcising benevolence at 
one time as another. ‘They have all the natur- 
al and moral powers, which are nece ssary to 
love God and the other proper objects of com- 
placency y and benevolence. And it ts this natural 
ability, which lays them under moral obligation 
to exercise true love at all. And this obligation 
lies upon them at all times and under all cir- 
cumstances. When they ought to have any ex- 
ercises, they ought to have benevolent €Xercis- 
es. There is, therefore, the same reason, in 
the nature of things. why they should continue 
without interruption, or intermission, in the love 
of God, as why they should at any time have 
such holy and virtuous affections. While God 
is in view they should love him. And while 

Q* 
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their fellow creatures are in view, they should 
love them. Every reason, which binds them to 
exercise true benevolence at one time, binds them 
to exercise it at another. And they are constant- 
ly able to feel this obligation and fulfil it. Be- 
sides—The law of God require s them to love 
him constantly and perseveringly. ‘That says to 
overy saint, as well as to every sinner, “ Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart 
and with all thy mind and with all thy strens oth 

nd thy ne ighbour as thyself.” This law. in all 
its extent, perpetually binds christians to live i In 
the constant exercise of holy and benevolent af- 
fections. And it binds them with all the author- 
ity of God. ‘Though he makes allowance for 
the want of natural c: apacity nn respect to the 
degree of love; yet he makes no allowance for 
the want of constancy. He requires the weak 
christian to love him as cor tanily as the strong- 
est. Because he knows, that every one, who 
can love him at all. can love him continually.— 
The general law of love is not like particular 
laws, which require particular duties at particu- 
lar times. The law, which requires us to labor 
six days in the weck, does not require us to labor 
eyen. The law, which requires us to keep one 
day holy in the week, does not require us to 
keep six days holy in the week. The law, 
which requires us to do justice or show mercy, 
requires us to do these things, only when we 
have opportunity todo these partic ular duties. 
But the law of love is not limited by time or 
ple ice,or Oppor tunity, wr par ticular circumstances; 
because there is no time nor place, in which men 
are not able, if their minds are sound and they 
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are awake, to excrcise that love, which ts the 
essence of all duty and obedience. Indeed if the 
law does not bind christians at all times, it will 
be impossible to determine, when it does bind 
them. ‘The law itself makes no exception of 
time or place. It does not require cliristians to 
keep themselves 1 in the love of God, only when 
they go into the house of God, or only when the y 
ae) into the house of mourning, or only when the 'y 
are engaged in some religious duty. But it re- 
quires them to keep themselves in the love of 
God without any distinction er exception of time. 
a or employment. So that the law of 
love is limited by nothing but their ability to 
sieetiad : and this ability is constant and perma- 
nent. Ilence it is their mdispensable duty to 
keep themselves always in the love of God.—~ 
They are, therefore, blamable just so far as they 
fall short of perfect holiness. ‘Their imperfec- 
tion in holiness is a criminal and inexcusable im- 
perfection. They may excuse themselves for 
want of health, fer want of strength, for want 
of knowledge and for want of opportunity; but 
they cannot excuse themselves for want of right 
exercises of heart. They may excuse themselves 
for their imperfection of happiness ; for this 
may be owing to their imper fect state. But for 
imperfection of holiness, which consists in the 
voluntary exercise of sinful afiections, there can 
be no excuse. “ And now,” it may be said to 
every es onl doth the Lord thy God 
require of thee, but to fear the Lord thy God, to 
walk in all his ways and to love him and to serve 
the Lord thy God with all thy heart and with 


es 


all thy soul ¥ ~—_ 
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Christian discretion in temporal 
affairs 


Pious persons often find considerable dificulty 
in attending to their temporal and also to thew 
eternal interests. And other persons frequent- 
ly suppose, that religion non 5, In respect to 
the concerns of this world, such a course a con- 
duct, as cannot be easily adopted and safely fol- 
lowed. But it is cert: in, th: r religion in re spect 
to no concern require s of any person any thing 
but the performance of his duty. And it is cer- 
tainly the duty of every person to guide his 
te mporal affairs with discretion. The ‘y, who so 
guide thei affairs, will not set their hearts and 
hopes upon the vain and transient objects of 
this life. They will not sacrifice their eternal 
for their temporal interests. ‘They will not be 
pe rplexed and enslaved by work diy cares. But 
they will bring their te -mporal concerns ito sub- 
iection to their eternal interests. ‘Then duty 
will be their sreat object in all their designs 
and pursuits. They will serve God and not 
mammon m their te mporal labors and concerns. 
And tien they will enjoy his presence and bles- 
sing. If a person will only keep the ailairs of 
this world in their proper place, » will use the 
world soas not to abuse it. Let the require- 
ments of religion be understood and obeyed in 
respect to temporal affairs ; and then it will be 
found that * godliness Is pr ofitable unto all things, 
having promise of the life, that now ts and of 
that which is tocome.” Inthe concerns of this 
life religion requires nothing, but what the duty 
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and the interest of every person should induce 
him to do. But religion and duty require all 
ersons to guide their. allairs with discretion. 

What, then, does a discrete ree. gees of a 
person's temporal affairs imply 2 'To this ques 
tio : it may be answered, 

It implies a thorough and accurate know!l- 
pes of his concerns. A person, who is discrete, 
will not engage m such business as he does not 
understa ney Whatever may be his employ- 
ment, he will endeavor, const: intly, to increase 
his knowledge of his own concerns by informa- 
tion from other persons and by his own obser- 

vation and experience. He will be careful to 
know the value of his property ; and to sec in 
what way his property, his labor and his time 
may be used to the greatest advantage. He 
will not leave the ove rsight and management of 
his ailairs to other persons. Nor will he blindly 
follow the opinions and pr actice of other persons 
in his secular interests and pursuits, He will 
ascertain what he acquires and what he ex- 
pends. And he will not suffer his pecuniary af- 
fairs to remain for years or for months “ina 
doubtful and perplexe ‘d situation. No person 
can exercise discretion on any subject any far- 
ther than he has a knowledge of it. Jt will, 
then, be the first object of a discrete person to 
acquire and maintain a thorough and accurate 
knowledge of his own affairs. 

2. In his temporal concerns a discrete person 
will form and pursue a proper method. Good 
order is, in all things, the greatest strength art 
beauty. A person, who adopts a judicious ar- 











rangement in conducting his worldly terests 
. will turn all his time, labor and property to some 
wood account. In this way he can k: = how 
his atlairs stand. He can see Ww ee shou | first 
be done. He can take hold of his me ss at 
the proper time and perform it with the great- 
est ease and success. And he will never be per- 
pile xed by attempting to do so many things, as 
to do nothing r to any good purpose A person, 
who does not maintain order in his ailaus, will 
find in the evening such things to be done, as 
ought to have been done in the morning. He 
will be crowded and hurried on Saturday by 
such things, as ought to have been done early 
inthe week. And inthe cold and short days 
of the winter, much work, that ought to have 
heen done in the summer, will lie on his hands. 
‘To avoid such evils a discrete person will adopt 
and pursue a wise me thod.and judic lous arrenge- 
inent In respect to his worldly aliairs. 

3. To be discrete a perso must in all re- 
=pects, be pune tual. Punctuality consists in at- 
le nding to what is to be done at ‘the proper and 
fixed time. Inattention, negligence and delay 
produce disappomtment and ‘vexation. But 
when a person attends seasonably and punctual- 
ly to lis concerns, every one knows what to ex- 
pect and what to do. ‘Punctuality enables all 
persons, Who are concerned any aflau, to act 
inconcert. And then the y can ‘proceed with 
firmness andsuccess. But whena person is not 
punctual aud exact in what he has to do, he 
brings much trouble on himself and on all per- 
sons, who have any concern with him. One 
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failure in any respect produces other failures 
and spreads, far and wide, its evils eflects. A 
person, who would guide his affairs with dis- 
cretion, must punc tually perform his contracts, 
- A omises and all his secular engagements. 
A diserete management of a person's tem- 
me allairs requires a regular ad jus tment of 
his pecuniary accounts. Without such an ad- 
justment of ‘his accounts a person cannot secure 
nor acquire the confidence and firiendship of 
his fellow citizens ; or of those, with whom he 
has any dealings. Nor ean he long enjoy a 


becoming confidence in himself. Frequent 
reckonigs make lasting friends ships. Every 


one loves to deal with such persons, as are care- 
ful to adjust and settle their accounts with fi- 
delity and honesty. Such conduct prevents a 
thousand diwap po itments, contentions and dis- 
puies. It secures a good name, credit and es- 
teem, Itsaves much expense of property, labor 
andtime. Norean any person prope rly enjoy 
the fruits of his labor, wor wisely manage his 
concerns without a frequent and regular adjust- 
ment of his accounts. Again, 

b ha person would discretely manage his 
temporal allairs, he must use his property for 
the most important | urposes. It is more com- 
mon and more ¢ ‘asy toacq ulre prope ry than itts 
to make aright-use of it. M: any persons, who have 
posse ‘ssed a large por tion of worldly p rope rty, 
have expended it without any bene lit to them 
selves or to other persons. ludeed, multitudes 
have been ruined by tieir worldly possessions, 
But some persons, who have had littie proper- 
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y, have guided their affairs with such discret- 
ion. that they have highly enjoyed what they 
posse ssed and have been able to promote by 
pec uniary assistance every proper and im por- 
tant object. W orld, property 1s a valuable tal- 
ent and may be used so as to answer the most 
important purposes. But without discretion ho 
person will make a wise and proper use of his 
prope rty. Yet such a use of prope rly Is nec- 
essary to a discrete management of temporal 
affairs. — 


The Christian Soliloquist.---No. L. 
THE BIBLE. 


This holy and blessed book was put into my 
hands inmy earliest childhood. The first ini- 
pressions, of which 1 have any consciousness or 
remembrance, were made upon my mind by 
I" ding the holy se F Lures. How did the ac- 
‘ount, which they give ol the creation, the sab- 


( 

1 " Pt - . 
bath, the marriage of the common pxrents of 
1 


} 

’ . } 1 1 
he human fa muy, their ay pos stacy, fhe Givine ace 
cepa ance ol Al el and re\ ction Gt Wain, the mur- 


der of Abel. the translation of Enoch, the wick- 
edness of rd world, the piety of Noah and the 
delug 
fections. How often was my heart filled with 
fear on hope, with joy and sorrow, when I 

ead the history of cage , of Isaac and Ish- 
mel, of Esau and Jacob, of Pharoah and Moses, 


of Eli's sons and ak of Saul and David, of 


e, arrest my attention and engage my af- 
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‘ijah and Ahab. What grief was excited by 
the afflictions and compla uuts of Job. How 
various were my views and feelings in reading 
the various strains of the sweet si: iver of Isriel. 
Nor wee my mind less aiiecte “d by the keen re- 
roofs, the vehement ex postuiations, the pathe t- 
ic intreaties, the decisive threatnings, the heart- 
breaking lamentations and the gierious predic- 
tions of the inspired prophets and faithful mes- 
sengers of the Lord God of hosts. How was my 
spirit moved in reading of the birth, the c hild- 
hood, the minis try, the miracles, ‘the praye rs, the 
tears, the condemnation, the crucifixion, the re- 
currec oz and ascension of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Nor did the etlusion of the Holy S 







punit, 
the eifects of his miraculous and sanctifying in- 


fluences, the preaching aud success of the apos- 
tles, the love, the sp the faith, the hope and 
joy of believers, the enmity and folly, the mad- 
ness and weakness, ow crucity and misery of 
unbelievers, less engage my mind and aiiect my 
heart. How often did the account, which the 
Bible gives of God and the law, of Jesus Christ 
and the guspel, of su and its curse, of the rigut- 
eous and the wicked, of death and judgement, of 
heaven and hell, oblige me to close the bvok m 
silence and to trembie and weep in secret wren : 
Nor could [ jive m sin without constant tear, 
while | believed the Bibie was true. Aias! the 
folly and maduess of iy heart m= labering for 


vears to disbelieve and reiect this secred yol- 


ume. What did [ gain, or what cou'd J seek by 
my des; perate atheism aid unbelict 2 © Remem- 
bernig mine atiliets ns and .% mi=e Ve the we 
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wood and the gall. My soul hath them still in 
: membrance and is humbled in me.” Ah, the 
bcackness of darkness and the prison of despair, 
ia which IT involved and contined myself, by re- 
jecting the Saviour and resisting the H.! y: Spirit ! 
What glo OMY d: LVS, what sle eple ss nig iits, what 
tedious months, what torme nting years; while 
1 hated the holy gospel ane strove to believe 
the lies of Satan and the deceits of the ungodly. 
Often did 1 wish [ had never been born. Often 
did I wish I could cease to exist. Every sooth- 
iig error was imbibed. Every re fuge of fies 
was tried. Still I was like the troubled sea.— 
There was no light, there was no hope, but 
om the Bible, which [ hated with all my heart. 
'Mhis blessed book truly proclaimed the name 
cf God, the bloud of Jesus Christ and the grace 
of the Holy S : dp! wit. Often did I resolve to open 
and read tlie sacred volume, so long dreaded 
ond neglected. But the wickedness of my con- 
cuct and the corruption of my heart could not 
cndure the purity and majesty ‘of divine truth, 
Bat what did I gain by closin if my ears and 
coves and heart against the truth of God in the 
Bible 2 Lsaw his glory in the heavens and the 
earth. Lsaw _ SO vereignty and his agency in 
tie events of his providence. My own con 
sience justilied the instructions of the serip- 
tures and condemned my own he art and lite 
aid my soul died within me and felt the pains 
of the sec wd—the endless death Happy y the 
hour. i which the Si uvit of truth er grace 
qui ‘cened mv unmortat Spirit and revealed the 


holmess, est t e ard vo dix s of God ard his 
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law to my heart. O the glory of that powe 


and grace, that have slain the pr ide. t e folly an 
unbelief of my heart and cause “dl me to hear an 
i now, to love and believe the voice of divin 
truth. How sweet isthe light of truth! aT \y 
reviving a consoling to my sor ‘rowful spirit ! 
This unction of the Holy Gae removes eve ry 
doubt. Wha it brig] yin ss, beauty and glory a- 
dorn the doc trines and the dutie sof Ci iristit ile 
ity. How exalted is the majesty, how fearfu! 
vet lovely the holiness, which the Bible a sates 
to God. What meanness and vileness it justly 
and truely ascribes te man. Yet to this creat- 
ure God speaks in the sincerest and tendere; 
affection. ‘To this sinful, guilty, w retche d, hate- 
ful and shameful creature, God, in the Bible, 
declares the designs of his heart and reveals 
the counsels of his will, O my God and my 
Father in heaven! “ How sweet are thy words 
unto my taste! Yea, sweeter than honey tom 
mouth! Why do my christian bre thren, who 
have been called and taught of God and have. 
as new-born babes, desired the sincere nvilk of 
the word, ever dioveliah and neglect this divine 
nourishment 2 O the madness and niisery of 
sinners in hating the instructions and cow sels of 
heaven ! Forever praised and blessed be the 
name of the Lord for what he has done and 
designed todo for the diffusion of divine truth 
over the face of the earth. The Bible sha!! 
yet be in every language, in every nation, in eve- 
ry family, inevery hat nd. It shall yet reign i 
the hearts ef future generations througout the 
world. Our Father in heaven, bestow upon 
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thy clildren a powerful and gracious unction « 
the Holy Spirit, that they may more correctly 
understand, more firmly believe, more heartil 
obey and more constantly enjoy the precious in- 
structions of divine truth. Pity the heathen, 
pity the cluldren of Abraham, have merey on 
mtidels in christian lands and write thy truth in 
them hearts, that they may know, fear, love and 
thy creat and holy and dreadful name 

‘ and CYCF. 





Directions for acquiring Religious 
Knowledge. 


1. Be assidnous im reading the holy scriptures. This 
is the fountain whence all knowledge in divinity must. be 
derived. Therefore let not this treasure lie by you nec- 
lected. Evecy man of common understanding who can 
read, may ithe please, become well acqnainted with the 
scriptures. And what an excellent attainment would this 
be ! 

2. Content not yourselves with only a cursory reading 
without regarding the sense. This is an ill way of read 
ing. to which, however, many accustom themselves ali 
their days. When you read, observe what you read.— 
Observe how things come in. Take notice of the drift ot: 
the discourse, and compare one scripture with another. — 
For the scripture, by the harmony of the different parts 
of it, casts great light upon itself. We are expressly di- 
rected by Christ, to ‘search’ the scriptures, which evi- 
dently intends something more than a mere cursory read- 
ing. And use means to find out the meaning of the serin 
ture. When you have it explained in the preaching of t! 
word, take notice of it ; and if at any time ascripture th. 
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you didn understand be cleared up to your satisfaction, 
mark it, lay it up, and if possible remember tt. 

3. Procure, and diligently use other books which moy 
help you to grow in this knowledge. There are many 
excellent books extant, which might greatly forward you 
in this knowledge, and afford you a very protitable and 
pleasant entertainment in your leisure hours. There }: 
doubtless a great defect in many, that through a loathnes- 
to be at a little expence, they furnish themselves with no 
more helps of this nature. They have a tew books in- 
deed, which now and then on sabbath days they read ;- 
but they have had them so long, and read them so oiten. 
that they are weary of them, and itis now become a dull 
story, a mere task to read them. 

4. Improve conversation with others to this end. Tlow 
mich might persons promote each other's knowledge in 
divine things, if they would improve convers ition as they 
might ; ifmen that are ignorant were not ashumed to 
show their ignorance, and were willing to learn ef others ; 
if those that have knowledge would communicate it, wit! 
out pride and ostentation ; and if all were more disposed tu 
enter onsuch conversation as would be for their mutual 
edification ind instruction. 

5. Seek not to grow in knowledge chiedly for the sak: 
of applause, and to enable you to dispute with others ; but 
seek it for the benefit of your souls, and in order to prac- 
tice. Ifapplise be your end, you will not be so hkets 
tobe led to the knowledge of the truth, but may justly, 
as often is the case of those who are proud of their know! 
edre, be led into error to your own perdition. ‘Th 
being your end, if you should obtain much rational know 
edze, it would not be likely to be of any benelit to yo 
but would puff you up with pride : 1 Corinthians, viii. }. 
‘** Knowledge puffeth up.” 


i 
' 
\ 


6G. Seek to God, that he would direct you, and bless 
vou, inthis pursuit after knowledge. This is the apo. 
tle’s direction, Jam.1.5. “If any man lack wisdom, Jet 
‘< him ask it of God, who giveth to all liberally, and up 
* bratdeth not.’ God isthe fountain ofall divine know! 
edze:* The Lord giveth wisdom: out of his mouth comet) 
knowledge and understanding.” Labour to be sensible of 
your own blindness and ignorance, and your need of the 
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help of God, lest you be led into error, instead of true 
knowledge: 1 Cor.in. 18. ‘if any man would be wise, 
iet him become a fool, that he may be wise.” 

7. Practice according to what knowledge you have.— 
This willbe the way toknow more. The psalmist warm- 
ly recommends this way of secking knowledge in divinity, 
trom his own experience : ‘* | understand more than the 
ancients, because I kept thy precepts.” Christ also re- 


commends the same: ‘* Ifany man will do his will, he 

shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of God, or 

whether | speak of myself.” Epwakps. 
me 


The Improvement of Time. 


Improve the present time without any delay. Ii 
vou delay and put off the improvement ef time, still mor: 
time will be lost ; and it will be an evidence that you are 
notsensible of the preciousness of time. Talk not of 
more convement seasons hereafter ; but improve your 
time while you have it, after the example of the psalmist, 
**f made haste, and delayed not to keep thy command- 
ments.” 

Be especially careful to improve those parts of time 
which are most precious. ‘Though all time is very pre- 
cous, yet some parts of time are more precious than oth- 
See < we. particularly, holy time is more precious than 
commontime. Such time is a time of great advantage for 
our everlasting welfare ; therefore, above all, improve 
your sabbaths, especially the time of public worship, 
which is the most precious part of holy time. Lose not 
the time either in sleep, or in carelessness, inattention, 
and wandering imaginations. How sottish are they who 
waste away, not only their common time, but holy time, 


yer the very time of attendance on the holy ordinances of 


God ! 

Azain, the time of youth is more precious, on many ac- 
counts, than othertime. Therefore, if you be in the er- 
joyment of this time, take heed that you improve it. Let 
not the precious days ond years of youth slip away with- 
out improvement. A time of the strivings vi Gods spirit 
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is more precious than other time. That is the time when 
God is near ; and we are directed, **To seek the Lord 
while he may be found, and to call upon him while he is 
near.’ Such atime is especially an accepted time, a day 
of salvation : ** | have heard thee in a time accepted, and 
in a day of salvation have I succoured thee : behold, now 
is the accepted time ; behold now ts the day of salvation.” 

Well improve your time of leisure from worldly busi- 
ness. Many persons have a great deal of such time, and 
all have some. If men be but disposed to it, such time 
may be improved to great advantage. Such time wherein 
we are most free from cares for the body, and business ot 
an outward nature, is an happy opportunity for the soul. 
‘Therefore spend not such times unprofitably, norjn such 
a manner that you will not be be able to give a good ac- 
count thereof to God. Waste them not away wholly in 
unprofitable visits, or useless diversions or amusements 
Diversion should be used only in subserviency to business. 
So much, and no more should be used, as doth fit the 
mind and body for the work of our general and particular 
callings. 

You have need to improve every talent, advantage, and 
opportunity, to your utmost, while time lasts ; for it will 
soon be said concerning you, according to the oath of the 
angel, of which we read, ** And the angel which | saw 
stand upon the sea and upon earth, lifted up his hand to 
heaven, and sware by him that liveth for ever and ever, 
who created heaven and the things that therein are, and 
the earth and the things that therein are, and the sea and 
the things which are therein, ‘hat there should be TIME 
NO LONGER.” Epwarpvs. 


This Life a state of Trial. 


WE are designed, by GOD our Maker, for an en lless existence. 
In this present life we just enter upon being, and are ina state in- 
troductory to a never-ending duration in another world, where 
we are to be forever uuspeak ably happy or miserable, according 
to our present conduct This is designed for a state of probation ; 


and that, fora state of rewards and punishments We are now 
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christians, to see how their hearts would be affeetcd towards the 
truths of the gospel, aud the true ministers of Christ, and toward* 
their temper.l interest, while the truths of the gospel were denied 
or perverted, and the true ministers of Christ despised and stig- 
matized by heretics, and their temporal interest exposed to the 
rage of a wicked, merciless world: And he loved to try hypo- 
crites, to see whether they would not renounce the trath they pre 
tended so highly to value, and become disaffected towards the 

inisters of Christ they seemed so dearly to love, and follow false 
teachers, or fall off to the world. 

It isreasonable and fit, and a thing becoming and beautiful, 
that beings ina state of probation should be tried; and God 
looks upon the present ontward ease and comfort even ef his own 
people, as a matter of no importance, compared with things spir- 

ial andeternal. Eternity, with all its importance, lies open to 
his view ; and time appears as a peint, and all its concerns a* 
things comparativ ely ofno worth. If the wicked are in prosp¢ rity, 
and the righteous in adversity, or all things come alike to al), 
God is well pleased, because things of time are of so little imp@r- 
tance, and because such an administration of things is suited to 3 
state oftrial. ‘There will be time enough hereafter for the right 
eous to be rewarded, and the wicked punished. In this view ©: 
things, We may, in a measure, understand the darkest, —nd ac 
count for the most mysterious, dispensations ef divine provide nce 
and discern the wisdom of the divine government. 

BEeLLam\ 


The Desponding C7} ri hie *s Complaint ; and 


Gio i‘s . / $.0eFr. 


VW hy do the wi 1 e iY lih, 
Secure io pri 1 V heal’ 
Whilst th ¥ re jen e i mtace, 
Why do no« ? vty | e 
T} SI asit ’ € h 2 ' mes 
j ¥ vainiv h ‘od 1 long ; : 
lo _ ssive s , ye 
Anil eX} to woud their sou 
Lord. whe t id sinners thrive 
In every wold wotibew live; 
Bla heme thy 1 ne’ ; reproach ily cause, 


And spurn obedience to thy laws. 
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. : 
Why, Lord. are sinners thus snstain’d ? 
W) saints, aff grivv’d and pain’d, 


With scarce ar handful 
Hiave not the means to Compass more. 





re, 


Why do thy children weep and sigh, 
In the lone celle of poeverty 


Do prayers most sweet to Thee ascen i. 


When sighs, and tears, and groans attend 

Dost thou, with pleasure, thus behold, 
Their infants shive with cold 

(heir hungry cries, Lord, dost thou hear, 
And send them no deliverer near 

Shall) *thankless sinners «ee th vard,. 
With all luxuri stor’d ; 

Whilst sain‘s, who d fier prayer, 
Hardly obtain a scanty fare ? 

Shall sinners prospes in their wave, 
Who ne’er approaca thy conris with praise 


Dost thou their coffers fill with cood, 
Who all their lives, bave crace withstood 
Canst thou ur mov’'d thy children see 
ik down beneath sharp penury ? 
I tis it thus thy love ics Vy 


hose whom thon dost call thy own 


Why it th O Lord, attend! 
And, soon a evra ’ er send ? 
Saints kno heir lieas ily lather hears, 


And will dispel their doubts and fears 


Let s te disne \ und fears 
m } at} iys hears ; 
bie y } y give, 
And « s_.F DUI end souls relieve 
« } * port here biain, 
i is wr n es 1eyY Cain 4 
4 few chort days they vave their share, 
And uoywnin ark despair 
My children’s portion rests above, 
Where ne‘er mars the realme of love 
iheir } ion’s sure—crin never fail, 
tho’ all the powers of bell assail, 
lodwelling sin is their worst foe, 


The ceriain end of which, is woe: 
he scourge | send 
And fit taem for their joyful end 


From this to save, t 
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Should they in pleasyre spend their days, 


Their hearts to Heaven, they ne’er would raise, 


Their love of sin so stro vist rund, 
It needs the oft-repeating wound. 


*Tis by chas'isemenut Chrisiians grow ; 
By his, iney shun ine realms of woe 

By this, they learn the plague of sin ; 
By this, are sav'd from endless pain. 

But sinners, worldly pood desire ; 
“jis ali to Which their hear.s aspire ; 

And iho’ trom sin, it should reclaum, 
It ouly hardens taeio in shame. 


Phey know me not, nor seek my face ; 
ihey think they’re mch without my grace: 
‘Lhey iake no covcnsel which | give; 


But ** poor and bind, aud naked,” live. 


And when, their nuinber’d days have run, 
When ail thear work 0: sin is 


W hen all the ,00¢, ior them prepar d 


; 
‘Lhey have, in siniul jieasure, shard ; 
And now must answer iiy account 


Jo ibe last farihing’s tus, amou 


’ 
; 

' 

ihey, self.conceini d, must ail appear, 


And, trembling, my creau sentence hear. 


** Depart, ye cursed, take your share, 
hu these back teaiines of Keen despair, 


* Voids ali, Whom mercy could not win, 

*. ] 7 b> ] 
bron: lus., liom reveling, aid Sila. 
Cease, then, tomurinur, ( brisians, cease, 
eend ola Vy iy tea Is peace y 

Dis tius your i ivines: | prove, 
Anu | you ior you joysa ove. 
*D was thus that . ed the road, 
ri en home to God 
Re j i tsieps ft! ace 


own huis grace. 
























THE CHRISTIAN 
The Brevity of Heuman Life. 


1 SAW the infant's playful wile, 

lhe sweetness oi ils magic smile, 

And moura’d that sin and earthly care, 
Should eer poliuce a work se fair. 
But wher its eyes had learnt te weep, 
"Lhey clos’d deaths unbroken sleep 
bec » Vas « , tr’s p ing sigh, 

And wiuie a imu .uwer’s wguay. 

Fair was te mai'en’s clicek of snow 
Just lizuuy wih veaut 


y’s glow, 
And sweet ..e 


ile eye’s pensive beam, 
As moon ich 1.e@ mountain siream. 
sus ier -winling breath, 


And ious! i ii wis stifi with death: 


Ai.d wo 


; v orms are spread, 
Uu the 


licu resis her head. 


I sa the youth, whose hopes were high, 
Niava’:' the 
And » 
Wii. 

p 


Vhs ing Ol his eye, 
asure’s tide, 
or ruide. 
3 it | 
ad aut knell, 
Phe mud é I bel 


And réasou sai i sorrew sigh’d 


Beho u ic ¢€ » 10. ta pliee : 


saw ithe ola ma wih care, 


Ww 1 ‘ ts at en’d hair, 


! 
s: 
And 
A« 
A 
A 


1a 


Jan. 
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